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Maryland Pony Clubbers Perfect Fundamentals of Equitation with Stacia Klein Madden

By Molly Sorge/Jump Media improving them in the hour that their hands and seat, and insisting
you have working with them.” that the horses obey the riders’
As you watched Penelo- Madden taught five groups aids quickly. Having the horses
pe Roesler during her session of the IBHPC riders and used respond promptly to the riders’
with Stacia Klein Madden, you a variety of exercises with each aids was a theme of Madden’s

group. She had many of the riders  teaching. “Horses don’t know
practice canter-halt transitions, )
stressing the proper position of (Continued on page 24)

could see her assurance grow.
From struggling to get a prompt
canter transition from her horse
Fleetwood Mac and having some
awkward fences, Roesler, 16,
from Dayton, MD moved on to
effective transitions and navigat-
ing simple courses.

She was just one of the Iron
Bridge Hounds Pony Club (IBH-
PC) riders who benefited from
Madden’s teaching during the
Washington International Horse
Show’s (WIHS) “Fundamentals Stacia Kline Madden traveled from Beacon Hill Stable in New
of Equitation with Stacia Klein Jersey to Mt. Airy, MD to conduct a clinic for members of the Iron
Madden” Barn Night Clinic, Bridge Hounds Pony Club, whose video was chosen as the winner of
presented by Barn Manager, on the prize during Barn Night at the 2018 Washington International
April 27 at Fine Idea Farm in Mt.  Horse Show. Photo credit: Jump Media

Airy, MD. Madden, a top hunter, o} orer you’re trying to win trying to teach at this level, so it’s S a I es I S ervice I Pa rts

Jhur(lilper, a?((iiefcrlultaltllonBtralner, a national championship,” said a lot of fun to be able to get to . . .
a, traveled from ‘er cacon Madden. “It’s just levels and the bottom of what some of these PineHillTrailers.com
Hill Show Stables in New Jersey

to teach the Pony Clubbers.
“Penelope had a huge con-
fidence boost,” said her mother
Carrie Roesler. “She’s just started
to ride that horse after being on a
little pony. Two weeks ago, she E XP E RI E N C E
was barely cantering on him, even ll. b e
though she’d been jumping big
jumps on her pony. I think the

transition [from pony to horse] was P O ‘ ‘ E R 0

very frustrating for her, so this has TM
been a huge confidence booster RE S l LT S

for her.” Roesler added that when

Madden said, “You’re going to
jump all these jumps and canter to
them,” she saw her daughter’s eyes
widen. “But I think she needed that
push, and I think she’s taking home
a lot of confidence. Stacia being
very direct with her is exactly what
she needed,” Roseler concluded.

The IBHPC riders earned the
clinic with Madden by winning
the Group Video Contest during
the BarnManager-sponsored Barn
Night, at the 2018 WIHS. The 11
IBHPC riders in the clinic ranged
in ages from seven to 16, and in
level from walk-trot to jumping
three-foot.

“It’s amazing; they would
have never had this opportunity
if it wasn’t for the Washington
International Horse Show and
BarnManager people putting it
together for us,” said Roesler. “I
can’t imagine trying to put this
together on our own as a small
Pony Club. It’s not the same as
being in a big barn setting where
they have clinics all the time.
We have some amazing instruc-
tors, but somebody like Stacia
is definitely the next level. I was
impressed how she tailored each
lesson to what she saw in the : ,
first five minutes and was able to SN -l onecs
correct some things that the girls N, W
have been working on for a really
long time. It means a lot to them.” S
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the difference between right and
wrong, so we have to give them
very clear corrections and rewards
to teach them what’s right,” Mad-
den advised the riders.

Halting in a straight line after
the fence was also an exercise
Madden used in multiple ses-
sions, and the IBHPC riders
brought it up as an especially use-
ful tool. Grace Strosnider, 16, of
Brinklow, MD had a keen horse
on her hands with her Brandy,
and she showed marked improve-
ment in control of Brandy’s pace
during her lesson.

“The going straight and halt-
ing after the jumps really helped
me, because my horse tends to take
off after the jumps. That helped her
stay calm,” Strosnider said. “‘She
said a lot of the same stuff we’ve
been working on, but I think it was
good to hear it in another way.”

Strosnider also appreciated
Madden’s range of exercises. “I
liked how it wasn’t repeating the
same things over and over; she
changed it up. That was really
helpful,” she said.

“At home, I tend to repeat
the same exercises over and over,
but now I think I’ll have some
new ideas. It was cool to ride
with someone who has helped
people at very high levels.”

Cavaletti Work

Madden showed just how
versatile and effective rails on the
ground can be when she had the
riders not just trot over the rails but
alternate between posting trot over
the rails and sitting the trot between
them, then had them practice
downward transitions in the space
between the rails. Both exercises
helped the riders develop a half-
halt that controlled the pace.

“You can get a lot done with
rails on the ground,” Madden
said. ““You want your horse to
have a long, healthy career. I
have multiple horses in my barn
in their 20s, still sound and show-
ing. You do that by saving their
legs and not always jumping. You
can keep a horse pretty fit over
cavaletti, and they’re a great way
to work on riders’ skills as well.

“Cavaletti work prepares you
for jumping and gives you the
skills to be ready to jump. There
are a gazillion things you can do
over cavaletti. Get creative with
them and figure out what would
help you and your horse,” Mad-
den continued.

Established in 1958, the
Washington International Horse
Show is one of North America’s
most prestigious and entertaining
equestrian events, attracting more
than 26,000 spectators annually
to Washington, D.C., for Olym-
pic-level competition plus com-
munity and charity events. Find
out more, including information
on the Barn Night contests, at
WIHS.org. BarnManager is a
cloud-based software solution
that provides horse owners and
managers with the tools they
need to streamline and simplify
their daily management respon-
sibilities. Find out more about
BarnManager and get a free demo
at BarnManager.com.W



